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SUBJECT: INDIAN JUDICIARY; MRS. GANDHI'S COURT CASE 

1. INDIAN JUDICIARY: A CONGRESS M.P. WHO IS ALSO A MEMBER OF MRS. 
GANDHI'S DEFENSE STAFF INFORMS US THAT PLANS ARE BEING FORMULATED 
TO REDUCE SIGNIFICANTLY THE POWERS OF THE INDIAN JUDICIARY. THE 
GOI IS PLANNING TO ESTABLISH ADMINISTRATIVE COURTS ON THE FRENCH 
MODEL TO HANDLE CASES OF ECONOMIC OR ADMINISTRATIVE IMPORT, 
WHICH TOGETHER ABSORB THE BULK OF THE COURTS' ATTENTION. THE 
COURTS' POWER OF JUDICIAL REVIEW WILL ALSO BE SUBSTANTIALLY RE- 
DUCED. 

2. MRS. GANDHI'S COURT CASE: THE M.P. STATED MRS. GANDHI'S COURT 
CASE IS LIKELY TO LAST ABOUT TWO WEEKS. THE PRIME MINISTER'S DE- 
FENSE WILL FOCUS ON GOVING THAT THE THIRTY-NINTH AMENDMENT DOES 
NOT ALTER THE "BASIC STRUCTURE" OF THE CONSTITUTION. HE WAS CON- 
FIDENT OF SUCCESS. THEREAFTER, THE GOI WILL MOVE TO REDUCE THE 
POWER OF THE JUDICIARY. 

3. WE THINK THE MP'S COMMENTS ARE A GOOD REFLECTION OF PRESENT 
THINKING WITHIN CONGRESS POLITICAL CIRCLES AND AMONG THE PMS 
LAWYERS. HE IS A STRONG SUPPORTER OF MRS. GANDHI, A SENIOR SU- 
PREME COURT ADVOCATE AND A CONSTITUTIONAL LAWYER. MEMCON BEING 
POUCHED. 
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